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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 06 February 2004 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)|EI This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 . 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-34 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 30-34 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 (ilaim(s) 1-29 Is/are rejected. 

7) n Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

!□)□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held In abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) Is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9 

12) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action is in response to Applicant's remarks filed on February 6, 2004. 
Claims 1-54 are pending. Claims 30-34 are withdrawn as being directed to non-elected subject 
matter. 

Withdrawal of Rejections from Previous Office Action 

The obviousness rejection over Ohlin in view of Negersmith et al is withdrawn in 
view of Applicant's arguments that Ohlin fails to teach a jet orifice to spray wash 
fluid onto the instruments to be cleaned. 

Claim Rejections - 3S USC § 103 

1. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

2. Claims 1- 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ohlin in 
view of US Patent 5,650,122 to Harris et al 

Ohlin discloses a device for cleaning the exterior of instruments, such as transfer 
devices. The device comprises a ring (22) for holding the transfer device. The ring is 
connected to an arm, which in turn is connected to a vertical post (23) on a housing (l 1). The 
ring surrounds the transfer instrument entirely. The vertical post is mounted for axial 
reciprocation and rotation. A washing device (24) is provided to wash the transfer instruments. 
The washing device is located vertically below the transfer instruments. The washing device 
contains a passageway (34), through which wash fluid flows into a recess (31) where the 
transfer instruments are contacteid with the wash fluid. The washing device is separate from 
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the instrument holder. With respect to the wash device (24) being movable relative to the 
instruments being cleaned, Ohlin teaches that the collar of the wash device need not be 
stationary while the body to be cleaned is displaceable, but the collar may move while the 
instrument being cleaned is stationary (col. 3, lines 51-53). Thus, the wash device may be 
movable in relation to the instrument being cleaned. Presumably, a drive mechanism allows 
the instrument and/or wash device to be movable. The housing (11) serves as a constraint to 
limit the movement of the vertical post. See figures 1-3. 

Ohlin differs from the instantly claimed invention in that there is no disclosure of a jet 
orifice that sprays wash fluid at the instruments that are to be cleaned. 

Harris et al teach an analysis instrument having a wash manifold (486) for washing 
aspiration tubes. The wash manifold is charged with a high pressure stream (jet stream) of 
wash solution by a pump. The wash manifold has multiple wash tubes (484), each of the wash 
tubes having a fluid outlet/orifice (488) to direct wash solution at the aspiration tubes. The 
tubes Harris et al flirther teaches that the fluid outlets are angled toward the aspiration tube at 
an angle of about l5o, as recited in claims 8, 9, 15, 16 and 17. Harris et al teach that the 
diameter of the outlet is 0.027 inch (0.68 mm), as recited in claims 12-14. Further, Harris et al 
teach that in spraying the wash solution, an agitated scrubbing action is provided and the time 
required to conduct the wash cycle is reduced. See col. 15, lines 26-45. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use jet orifices directed at an angle in the wash ring 
of Ohlin to enhance the washing process (because of the scrubbing action provided by spraying) 
and thus reduce the time needed to completely wash the instruments. It would have also been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use multiple jets to assure that the entire 
instrument is cleaned. With respect to the claim recitation that the instrument holder be 
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designed to hold more than one instrument, one of ordinary skill in the art would recognize 
that more than one instrument could fit into the holder of Ohlin, in other words, two or more 
smaller instruments could fit into the ring and be washing at one time. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LaToya I. Cross whose telephone number is 571-272-1256. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jill A. Warden can be reached on 571-272-1267. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications' may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for 
unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about 
the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EEC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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